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I N  THE  I NTERIM ð 
          Reverend Janet Newman is here!  

 I am delighted to have this opportunity to introduce myself  to you 
as the Interim Minister of First Unitarian Congregation of Ottawa. 
Some of you heard me speak of my background in early June when 
I visited. Whether or not you did, I hope this brief description of my 
background and ministerial work is useful. It is my goal that we 
take every available opportunity to make the most of our ministry 
together during the next ten months.  

I grew up in northern Ohio, in a small town on Lake Erie, the eldest 
of three children and the only female. My parents were from 
Ontario (my mother was raised in Winchester and Morrisburg) and 
we journeyed every summer to visit my aunts and uncles in Toronto 
and my grandfather in Barrie. My family was associated with the 
Episcopal Church, and I became very much interested in religion 
during my adolescent years.   

I did my undergraduate work at Smith College in Massachusetts 
and studied in Spain for a year on the Smith College Junior Year 
Abroad program. I travelled in Europe the following summer with a 
group of Latin Americans and greatly improved my Spanish. In 
1967 I graduated with a BA in Hispanic Studies. 

I moved to Washington, DC after graduation and began my first 
profession as a computer programmer/analyst for the next eleven 
years. I also became very active as a volunteer in the Unitarian 
Universalist Church of Arlington, Virginia, serving on the Board of 
Trustees and many committees of the church as well as in the choir. 

After my husband's death in a car accident in 1978, I began full-
time study at Wesley Theological Seminary, a United Methodist 
graduate school in Washington, DC. I was then the only Unitarian 
Universalist on campus. After two years at Wesley, I transferred to 
Meadville/Lombard Theological School, the UU seminary at the 
University of Chicago.  

I earned my MA from the University of Chicago Divinity School in 
1982 and my Doctor of Ministry from Meadville/Lombard in 1983.  

        (continued on Page 2) 
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I N THE  I NTERIM  
       CONTINUED  

While in Chicago, I was an active volunteer at the First 
Unitarian Church, except for the time of my internship at 
the UU Congregation at Shelter Rock, Manhasset, NY. 

Before entering the interim ministry, I served two 
congregations as a called minister.  Most recently as 
Associate Minister of All Souls Unitarian Church in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, at that time the largest congregation in North 
America. Before that, I served a small congregation, the 
UU Fellowship of Fayetteville, Arkansas. I was their first 
settled minister in their 32 years of existence.  It was an 
exciting and growing experience for all of us! 

I have been honoured, since 1987, to serve as Interim 
Minister to seventeen wonderful congregations: six in 
Florida and one in each of Virginia, Maryland and 
Delaware. I then served several Massachusetts 
congregations, in Milton, Needham, and Northampton. 
The westernmost congregation I served was the First 
Universalist Church of Denver, Colorado; in 2002 -03, I 
moved back east to the UU Church of Charlotte, North 
Carolina. In 2003 -04, I served the Williamsburg 
(Virginia) Unitarian Universalists; and in 2004 -05, the 
UU Fellowship of Raleigh, North Carolina. I took a 
sabbatical in 2005, and returned to serve the UU Church 
of Sarasota, Florida for the spring of 2006.  

In 2006 -07, I was privileged to serve the First Unitarian 
Congregation of Toronto, my first non -US experience. It 
was a real treat to return to the city I had enjoyed so 
much all my life, but this time as a working professional.  

Each of these experiences was a unique joy and challenge. 
I recall with great fondness many of the persons who were 
active in the congregations I served in the past. That cast 
of characters will soon include you, as well.  

Our time together is brief, but it is enough for us to begin 
an effective transition and to set the stage for a very 
fulfilling called ministry.  
Best wishes,  
Janet E. Newman, your Interim Minister for 2007 -08  

CARING  AND  SHARING  
-Congratulations to Linda Gionet   and Witold Tymowski 
on the birth of their son, Lukas Jan Tymowski, on Mon-
day, June 11, 2007. 
-Condolences to family and friends of Michael* Cass-Beggs, 
who passed away on June 4, 2007.  A memorial service was 
held on August 2, 2007. Michael was a former Music Direc-
tor of First Unitarian Congregation of Ottawa . 

We welcome Bruce Cameron our new Head Custodian, 
who started work June 27, 2007.  Bruce was previously 
the custodian for First United Church.  Please introduce 
yourself to him when you see him around the church. 
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As we enter September and our new programming 
year, we are also beginning an exciting period for the 
congregation.  Janet Newman, our interim minister 
for the coming year, has moved into her office and has 
begun to get to know and work with the many groups 
and individuals that make up our vibrant 
congregation.  She also will quickly be getting into the 
swing of preaching as she will be speaking on 
September 9 at our óin-gatheringô service. 
In addition to conducting weekly services and the 
other, usual ministerial duties, she will be helping us 
as we move to engage our new settled minister.  Over 
the past year Brian helped us, as a congregation, to 
take on more responsibilities and Janet will build on 
that to help us identify the direction we wish to move.  
The search process for a settled minister usually takes 
two years.  Thus, with Janet Newman here for only 
one year, we will need to engage another interim 
minister for the September/08 through June/09 
program year.  It is recommended that congregations 
such as ours engage two interim ministers over the 
period of the search so they have the opportunity to 
experience several ministers and decide the approach 

that we find works best.  This will aid us greatly as we 
make the significant decision of calling a new settled 
minister.  
The Interim Minister Search Committee that led the 
process that brought Janet to us will continue to exist 
until May of next year to guide us through finding a 
second interim and help to find another candidate as 
outstanding as Janet. 
At the same time, we will need to develop and launch 
the search committee for the settled minister.  This 
dedicated group of members will be focusing on this 
very important task for the year and a half after they 
are brought together this December.  If you are 
prepared to make this significant commitment and 
would like to be considered for membership on this 
committee, please send me a note c/o the 
congregationôs office at (tel.) 613-725-1066 or email at 
info@uuottawa.ca or by regular mail at: 30 Cleary 
Avenue, Ottawa, ON  K2A 4A1. 
I am looking forward to working with all members of 
the congregation as we embark on this exciting time 
of congregational search and personal discovery. 
In common purpose, Chuck Shields  

 

CHARTING  OUR  COURSE  
~  A message from the President of the Board ~  

SPLINTERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  
Phil Nagy, chair of the Social Responsibility 
Committee, gave an update on the status of social 
responsibility within the Congregation. The Board 
supports the exploration of ways in which we might 
move towards a more focused and multi-generational 
social responsibility strategy. 
The Board approved a motion from the Refugee 
Committee to recommend to the Canadian Unitarian 
Council (CUC) that we sponsor two Ethiopians as 
refugees. Support will likely begin in a year. 
We are now anticipating a $30 000 shortfall for our 
budget at the end of the year, which is better than the 
$70 000 shortfall forecast earlier. You can help by 
increasing your contributions.  
The Board is considering different approaches to 
raising funds for major building maintenance needs.  

The Stewardship Committee, Membership 
Committee, Finance Committee, and Board 
representatives are working on documenting the 
various processes associated with pledging and 
membership to help everything run smoothly in the 
2008 campaign, to be launched in early January. 
The Chaplaincy Committee is working on updating 
and merging the wedding ceremony guides and 
arranging training for our new chaplains.  
Because of lack of contact and accountability for 
funds sent, The Partner Church Committee has 
recommended, and the Board is considering, severing 
relations with the current partner church in Györ, 
Hungary. If this is done, the Board is committed to 
developing other partnerships  . 

 Rebecca Hogue, Member-At-Large  

GREEN SANCTUARY PROGRAM CANDIDACY  
The Environmental Working Group (EWG) is pleased 
that First Unitarian Congregation of Ottawa has been 
formally accepted by  the Unitarian Universalist Min-
istry for the Earth as a candidate for the Green Sanc-
tuary Program with these words, óIt is clear that you 
have already integrated a green consciousness into 
much of your congregational life. You are well on 
your way to completing the twelve required actions,  

and your overall program looks well rounded. We 
look forward to your continuing progress as you 
work towards becoming a Green Sanctuary . ô  

The EWG looks forward to working with many of you 
to complete the tasks in our action plan to become a 
fully accredited Green Sanctuary. Our first meeting of 
the fall will be on Wednesday, September 26 at 7:30 
p.m. Alastaire Henderson, ej923f@ncf.ca  

mailto:info@uuottawa.ca
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M ONEY  M ATTERS  
~  A message from the Treasurer of the Board ~  

Financial Review  
The review of our financial year end is complete, and 
the reviewer, David Macdonald, has submitted his 
report. He identified one discrepancy in the year -end 
balance of the Endowment Fund that I will check and 
he wanted a minor change in the report format to 
clarify internal transfers between accounts.  He 
recommended that the Congregation pay for an audit 
or formal review. This is being considered.  
Financial Progress  
The Generosity Pledge Campaign had results which 
implied an approximate shortfall of $75 000 on the 
$400 000 goal, although many pledgers did meet the 
requested 10 percent increase. Current contributions 
imply a shortfall of approximately $35 000. The 
Board is trying to encourage donations or fund 
raising rather than reduced services to eliminate our 
expected year-end deficit.  
The donations to the operating fund over the first 6 
months were higher than the results of the Generosity 
Pledge Campaign implied. This may be due to 

different contributing behaviour but also appears due 
in part to pre -authorized chequing (PAC) contri - 
butors who did not pledge but continued their 
automatic contributions. Stewardship, Membership 
and Treasurer agree that this appears to be a different 
form of pledge. The next quarterly report will reflect 
this new definition of pledges and future budget 
projections will be adjusted to incorporate it.  
Expense Claims  
The expense claim form requests that receipts be 
attached and that GST paid be identified. There are 
two reasons: 1) anyone who claims expenses is 
potentially subject to an audit by the Canada Revenue 
Agency (CRA). The CRA could deny the claim without 
receipt substantiation; 2) the Congregation is 
permitted to reclaim half of the GST identified. It 
helps us a great deal.  
If you would like to discuss making a gift to support 
the work of our congregation, or have any other 
comments/questions, please contact Treasurer David 
Hudson at 613-728-2446 or hudson@trytel.com  . 

Sanctuary Committee Report:   
The Twists and Turns of Our Refugee Process   
Friday, September 14 at 7.30 pm, Worship Hall 
Shree Kumar Rai has been in sanctuary at First Unitarian 
Congregation of Ottawa for six months. Why are Shree 
and so many others barred by Canadaôs refugee system?   
Peter Showler, former chair of the Immigration and Refu-
gee Board, will speak to the problems of the refugee sys-
tem and present his 45-minute play, Refugee Sandwich. A 
Q&A session and reception will follow. Free admission. 
Donations welcome. 

Refugee Maze ðWhere Does Shree Fit in?  
Shree Kumar Rai has been in Canada for over ten years 
seeking to be admitted permanently as a refugee from Ne-
pal. On August 27  he completed six months in sanctuary .   
Shree has proved to be a peaceful, hard-working citizen. 
He speaks and writes English well and has been earning a 
good living as a sushi chef in Montreal. Unfortunately he 
has exhausted all avenues of appeal and in February was 
ordered deported back to Nepal, where he is still threat-
ened with persecution.  

Our congregation has re-established its sanctuary commit-
tee to focus public attention on Shreeôs case and win his 
acceptance into Canada. The Sanctuary Committee has 
studied the case and is convinced the process was flawed 
and unfair. Committee members, including Michael 
Cassidy(Chair), Joan Auden and Reverend Fred Cappuc-
cino, have met several times with senior officials of the De-
partment of Citizenship and Immigration, but so far with-

out success.  
Shree has a highly respected Ottawa immigration lawyer 
working on his case, Silvia Valdman. As with Samsu Mia, 
the final result may come from lobbying Citizenship and 
Immigration and the federal Cabinet to win a Temporary 
Resident Permit for Shree (issued only in cases where all 
other avenues have been unsuccessful or are unavailable).   
Our congregation helped form Interfaith Refugee Network 
Ottawa this summer to support the need for change in the 
immigration appeal process and to support congregations 
that have a person in sanctuary. In the meantime, the 
committee and the Congregation continue to keep watch 
on Shreeôs physical security within the church boundaries. 
Volunteers buy groceries and personal items for Shree. He 
keeps busy helping around the church building, preparing 
sushi for church events and painting landscapes which 
have been successfully sold at silent auctions. These efforts 
enable the Committee to provide Shreeôs basic needs, legal 
costs and support for Shreeôs wife and son in Nepal. 
Two potluck ñSuppers with Shreeò successfully raised 
funds this summer. Two more events are planned, an edu-
cational evening on Sept. 14 and a rally in October. The 
campaign for Shree is moving more quickly than that for 
Samsu Mia, but there are no guarantees. 
Watch the uuottawa.com website for more information. In 
the meantime, volunteers are sought to be with Shree as 
witnesses and watchers and to help with fund raising and 
advocacy. If you can help, please call Mike Cassidy (613-
829ï4231) or Lyn Gerley (613-729-4706). 

mailto:hudson@trytel.com



